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CHAPTER XIII.

OF THE RESIDENCE. OF LA CONCEPTION, AT THREE

RIVERS.

THIS place has both its joys and its desolation, its
sweetness and its bitterness; it has had strokes
of the divine Justice, and effects of its mer-

cies. Let us begin with the severity which God has
displayed in the [229] punishment of some refractory
ones. Three men of influence among the Savages
were placing some obstacles against the expansion
of the Faith, by their polygamy,— openly retaining
two wives. A thunderbolt hurled from Heaven,— I
mean to say, an extraordinary punishment,—-has
killed their bodies, and, perhaps, wretchedly de-
stroyed their souls.

The first was a young man, well fashioned, named
Kapimichats. He had espoused a Christian girl;
but, having allowed himself to be beguiled by a mad
love, he took another as his second wife. He is
spoken to, he listens, his spirit seems to be touched;
but the flesh gets the mastery, and he persists in his
pleasures. God, who waits for the sinner as long as
he pleases, gave this one several months to come to
his senses; and then, all at once, took away his life
by the hands of his own friend. Both had gone to
the chase in various places; that young rascal return-
ing toward evening, and passing near the island
named saint Ignace, situated opposite Richelieu,—
his friend, who was there in ambush, mistook, in the


